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Agenda - What we are going to talk about today in the next 10 mins:

• Context – Existing Arrangement and Uniqueness
• What is the problem?
• What do we want?
• What could we do now and in short/medium/long term?
• What could I do as an individual Resident/Property?
• Next steps
• Useful Links
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Merricks Beach Village – Established 
Concrete Stormwater Systems
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Building-
Planning/Shire-Maintenance/Drainage-
maintenance
Note: Majority of Palmers Hill Drains to North
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Merricks Beach Village – Contour 
Based Flood Modelling
https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Buildi
ng-Planning/Building/Flood-Prone-Maps
Note: Shire currently undertaking 
detailed Flood Modelling work across 
the Peninsula
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Context - Merricks Beach is Unique

• Informal streetscapes are fundamental to the 
unique character of Merricks Beach

• Residents want these unique streetscapes 
protected/preserved

• Streetscapes are acknowledged and accepted as 
requiring regular maintenance
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What is the problem?
• Some properties affected by water 

logging and/or flooding

• Existing formed roads and dug 
drains are difficult to maintain

• Excavation can be a concern
• Erosion and sediment movement
• Unsightly (No Vegetation)
• Falling hazard
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What do we want?

• Retain and enhance landscape 
character (streetscapes)

• Reduce/mitigate drainage and 
flooding issues

• Reduce/mitigate stormwater impacts 
on Foreshore and Westernport Bay

• Aligned Vision between Residents 
and Shire
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What could we do now at a Village level?

• Requires options for short, medium and long term
• Ask Council to develop a streetscape/landscape/stormwater 

management strategy for Merricks Beach Village in consultation with 
Residents

• Seek funding support from agencies such as Melbourne Water (Living 
Communities, Liveable Waterways program)
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/services/grants/liveable-communities-liveable-waterways-program

• Identify parts of Merricks Beach Village for low cost demonstration of 
raingarden and swale options
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Current Solutions - Trenches



Potential Solutions – Urban Rain Garden types
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Potential Solutions – Swale Types
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Swales – Entrances and Crossovers
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Current Problems – Passing/Parking Vehicles /Construction Vehicles/Rubbish Trucks
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Swales – Vehicle Passing/Parking and Swale Vehicle Deterrents



• Understand where your 
stormwater goes

• Rainwater tanks (for those on 
mains)

• Green Roofs 
• Native planting / more vegetation
• Appropriately sized crossovers 

and  maintenance
• Monitor and report to MBRA 

street drainage performance
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What can we do now at an individual Property level?



Possible Next Steps

• Liaison with Council/Shire
• Consultation and discussion with Residents
• Information gathering on performance of stormwater systems
• Individual Crossover Replacement and Installation programme
• Wave St South Swale project
• Development of different solutions for different parts of the Village
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Thank you

(Useful Links provided in subsequent slides for further information and 
reading)
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Useful Links
• https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Strategies-Plans-Policies

• https://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Strategies-Plans-
Policies/Strategy-Plan-
Listing?dlv_OC%20CL%20Public%20DocLib%20Relative=(pageindex=2)

• (Integrated Water Management Plan) and (Flood and Stormwater 
Strategy)

• Western Port Coastal Villages & Surrounding Settlements Strategy
• https:/mbra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Township-Brochure-

Merricks-Merricks-Beach-Adopted-14-Cctober-2019.pdf
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Useful Links
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Useful Links
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The pits and pipe upgrades only divert the heavy flows 
through the immediate downstream community, creating 
more discharge at the receiving waterways affecting the 
abutting properties and environment.
As such, in addition to the adaptation of the vulnerable 
downstream properties to the heavy flows from the 
catchment and the protection of the properties in the 
flood way, the least affected upper catchment must also 
include solutions to reduce the runoff volume and its 
discharge. 
This can be achieved by retrofitting the nature strip, 
carparks, kerbs and other urban elements into WSUDs in 
regions upstream of flood impacted areas. This also 
benefits the upstream catchment in water demand 
management, urban greening, reduction in heat as well as 
improved biodiversity and quality of discharge.
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Example: Bellbird Estate Blackburn
https://blackburnbrag.wordpress.com

• Council took over maintenance of roads….. disappointing 
many residents

• Council tried to seal spoon drains, widen the road in parts 
and trim the streets landscape.

• There was no long term Management Plan or Strategy
• Council liaison with residents required
• Different parts/layers of Council responsible
• Turnover of Council staff a challenge

• Legal and Insurance requirements conflict with vision
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Example: City of Port Phillip – Raingarden Numbers
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