Flora and Fauna of Merricks Beach Foreshore
Reserve

People value the Foreshore Reserve for different but equally valid reasons, from walking through
the Reserve and along the beach, to spending time in a patch of native bushland close to their
homes.

Foreshore Reserve scientific studies carried out by the Foreshore Reserve Committee have
found 11 plant species and three sites of regional botanical significance. These sites include the
area of high quality eucalyptus woodland on the foreshore adjacent to Coles Beach (the Bush
Block), the Fern Gully 200m from the cave, and the stand of Droaping She-oaks on the cliffs near
Minto Creek west of the Yacht Ciub. Also important are the Banksia Woodland areas, especially
as they are now rarely found on the Peninsula. The High Level Beach terrace at Coles beach is
also considered to be of regional geological significance.

If you walk along the Foreshore towards Point Leo you will come to Coles
Creek. Head inland on the west side of the creek and you will see at the
bottom of the escarpment several sets of degraded ‘organ pipes’. These were
laid down in the period known as the ‘older volcanic’ roughly 2 miflion years
ago.

Original Vegetation of the Merricks Area

Since the 1850's, it has been estimated that 95% of indigenous vegetation has been destroyed
on the Mornington Peninsula through practices of clearing for pasture and timber cutting, and
more recently, by encroaching development and land degrading processes such as die-back,
erosion, salinity and weed invasion.

Prior to European settlement, a tall forest of eucalypts (mostly stringybarks) with thick swards of
native grasses and wildflowers would have clothed the slopes as they descended to the coast.
Small creeks, with thickets of paperbarks, blackwoods and dense swathes of sedge, dissected
these forests and drained towards the sea, resting in small estuaries, or spilling over with heavy
rains. In some areas the gullies formed, damp and cool under canopies of large trees, and
supported ferns and small rainforest climates.

Present Vegetation
Five vegetation communities are present on the Foreshore Reserve. In addition there are
many areas of introduced vegetation one of which has special recognition.

Primary Dune Complex consist of grasses such as the native Beach Spinifex, Blady Grass
and the introduced Marram Grass (now being replaced with Spinifex Grass) along with rushes
and flax lilies that stabilise the dunes.

Coastal Tea-tree Scrub occurs immediately inland of the Primary Dune Complex. It is
generally a dense thicket of Coast Teatree, Coast Wattle and Coast Beard Heath with emergent
Coast Banksias with an understorey of grasses.

Banksia Woodland generally occurs on the raised beach flats inland of Coastal tea scrub or
the primary dune, such as between the Yacht Club and the creek. Coast Banksias, some of
which are exiremely large and hundreds of years old, emerge from a tali shrub layer of Coast
Beard-heath, Boobialla and other shrubs. The understory is diverse and can contain herbs such
as Kidney Weed, grasses and climbers such as Small-leafed Clematis that has attractive white
star shaped flowers and Bower Spinach that sometimes forms hanging curtains.

The cliffs of Merricks Beach support an Escarpment Community consisting of plants that are
resilient enough to survive strong winds and salt spray.
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Eucalypt Woodland occurs inland from the top of the escarpment. It has largely been
cleared near the houses but survives on the western end of the foreshore. A mix of eucalypts,
such as Manna Gum, Narrow-leaf Peppermint and Messmate, combine with Blackwood and the
occasional Banksia to form the canopy that shelters scattered shrubs such as Dogwood, Hop
Goodenia and Sweet Bursaria. A range of native grasses, such as Weeping Grass, Kangaroo
Grass and Wallaby Grasses, combine with herbs to produce a diverse under-storey. Splashes of
colour from Chocolate Lilies, Yellow Rush-lily, Flax-lilies, Sundews and the flowers of Small
Grass-trees make this community very attractive in spring.

The Pine Walk (also known as Lovers Lane and the Fire Track)

This is an area extending along Cliff Road to a point approximately 200 metres from the Surfies
Steps to Bluff Road. The State Government set this area aside in the 1990s, at the request of
some local people to preserve the character of a section of the Foreshore Reserve. The pine
trees (an environmental weed on the Peninsula) will only be removed when they die or become
unstable.

Environmental Weeds

The greatest threat to the Merricks Beach Foreshore Reserve is weed invasion. The
majority of the weeds threatening the Foreshore Reserve have spread from residential gardens,
tracks and roadsides into the surrounding bush. Established, they grow vigorously resulting in
the reduction in number and abundance of indigenous plant species, a loss of habitat for wildlife
and a deterioration of landscape quality. The most serious of the 146 weed species found on the
foreshore are:

Name Scientific Name
Agapanthus Agapanthus praecox
Angled Onion Allium triguetrum
Arum Lily Zantedeshia aethiopica
Banana Passionfruit Passiflora mollisima
Blackberry - Rubus fructicosus spp. Agg.
Bluebell Creeper Sollya heterophylia
Boneseed Chrysanthmoides monilifera
Bridal Creeper Myrsiphylium asparagoides
English Ivy Hedera helix
Forget-me-nots Mysotis sylvatica
Mirror Bush Coprosma repens
Myrtle Leaf-Milkwort Polygala myrtifolia
Panic Veldt Grass Ehrharta erecta
Pittosporum Pittosporum undulatum
Sallow Wattle Acacia longifolia
Sea Spurge Euphorbia paralais
Tree Tobacco Nicotiana glauca
Watsonia Watsonia meriana

Residents can prevent the spread of environmental weeds by:

e Only disposing of garden weeds and plant clippings rubbish in a garbage bag or the local
waste disposal centre and never dumping it in bushland or road reserves
removing from your garden any of the environmental weeds listed above

e attending the regular working bees organised by the Foreshore Committee, and

» planting indigenous or non-invasive native plants in your garden.

Indigenous plants from the Merricks area have developed over many
thousands of years to thrive in the local soil and climatic conditions resulting in
them growing strongly and having a greater disease resistance than other
native plants from other parts of Australia or exotics (those plants introduced
into Australia). They require less maintenance, use less water and will attract
wildllife to your garden.

Ask at the local nurseries for plants indigenous to Merricks Beach. Readers can search for more
information on the Mornington Peninsula website. Local nurseries are listed.
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