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Introduction

Over the past few years, a range of views about dogs at Merricks Beach have been raised
with both the Merricks Beach Residents’ Association (MBRA) Committee and the Merricks
Beach Foreshore Reserve Committee of Management (MBFRCoM). In the light of the
Shire’s review of the policy on dogs in public places, both Committees decided it would be
timely to commission a survey of local community attitudes towards dogs on the beach, to
help inform future recommendations and decision making.

The survey was developed by members of the two Committees in consultation with a local
resident with expertise in survey design and conduct. It was conducted on-line and
advertised through local channels such as direct mail to MBRA members, advertising on the
community noticeboard and through local events (such as beach cleaning).

The survey was conducted during the first quarter of 2022 and received a total of 557
responses. Of these, 554 provided demographic information about their residency status,
with 36.5% identifying as local permanent residents, 37% as local part-time residents, and
26.5% as visitors. A strong majority of respondents were over 50 years old, which was
expected, given the demography of the local population.

However, one limitation of the data is that 94.8% of respondents’ families either currently
own a dog or have owned a dog in the past. This is higher than would be expected for a
random sample of the local population, but it may nevertheless be an accurate reflection of
the population of beach users outside of peak Summer school holidays (i.e. during the
period when the survey was conducted).

We believe that the survey results may be of utility to MPSC in its further consideration of the
draft Dogs in Public Places policy, and they are provided for that purpose. Those results are
outlined in the section below.

Detailed Survey Results

The results of the survey are presented in a series of graphs attached to this submission.
There were also many individual comments, which provided a wealth of opinions and ideas.



These have helped inform the Committees, but for brevity are not included in this
submission.

Note that Survey respondents were provided with some background about the management
arrangements for Merricks Beach, explaining that the MBFRCoM manages the Merricks
Beach Foreshore Reserve, rather than the Shire. The extent of the Foreshore Reserve was
also explained, so that respondents were clear that the area extends from Balnarring to
Point Leo, not just the beach adjacent to the Merricks Beach village.

Key findings from the survey were:

96.5% of respondents strongly believe that owners should clean up after their dogs.
However, 44.5% of respondents strongly believe it's not OK to leave dog poo bags
unattended (on the beach or hidden in the foreshore) to pick up later.

57.5% of respondents strongly believe it's OK that some dogs are off-lead to chase
balls, run on the sand or splash in the water, whereas 21.5% of respondents strongly
believe dogs should always be on a lead on the beach or on access paths to the
beach, with 40.1% strongly believing this should not always be the case.

68.9% of respondents strongly believe dogs should be kept well away from young
children (and others who are not comfortable with dogs) and 76.9% of respondents
strongly believe dogs should be kept well away from wildlife.

29.5% of respondents strongly believe it's appropriate that dogs aren’t on the beach
between 9 am and 7 pm in daylight savings time, whereas 35.3% strongly believe
this isn’t appropriate. 58.6% of respondents strongly believe the 9 am to 7 pm ban on
dogs on the beach during daylight savings time is too long — the ban should start
later or lift earlier.

83.6% of respondents strongly disagree with the statement that dogs should never
be on the beach and only 16.6% of respondents strongly believe that there is a ‘dog
problem’ at Merricks Beach, whereas 58.2% strongly disagree with this proposition.

70% of respondents strongly believe dogs are part of life at Merricks Beach

51.3% of respondents strongly disagree that there is a need to increase regulation of
dogs at Merricks Beach. However, 39.6% strongly agree that regulation of dogs at
Merricks Beach should be eased. Views were almost evenly divided on the
proposition that things should be left as they are now.

There was also a mixture of views on whether actual data on dogs on Merricks
Beach should be collected: for example, commissioning a study on how many dogs,
and when, and where from; and any confirmed incidents involving dogs. Over a
quarter of respondents strongly agree with this, more than a fifth strongly disagree
and over a quarter are neutral.

49.9% of respondents strongly believe the MBFRCoM should not sign over
compliance activities to the Shire, with 31.1% strongly believing the Merricks Beach
community should self-regulate dog restrictions (to the extent permitted by DELWP).
In addition, 62.4% strongly believe the community should educate and support each
other to manage dogs and other issues.

There were mixed views about the helpfulness of ‘dog prohibited’ signage installed
for the daylight savings period 2021-22 at the Merricks Beach Rd entrance to the



Foreshore Reserve, with 19.2% strongly believing it was helpful, 39.4% neutral and
13.9% strongly disagreeing.

- 48.7% of respondents strongly believe Merricks Beach should have a section of the
beach away from the main popular areas declared leash-free, similar to areas in
Somers and Flinders.

The MBRA committee believes that the final survey result above requires some caution.

The question was necessarily framed without any explanation as to the many considerations
that would be highly relevant to any proposal for a leash free area at Merricks Beach . As
such, it may well not reflect the views which Merricks Beach residents and other beach-
users would hold after matters such as additional vehicle traffic on Merricks Beach Road and
on surrounding local streets, the minimal parking for visitors, requirements for additional
fencing and/or signage and all of the other potential impacts are fully canvassed, as would
be required in the context of any such proposal.

The MBRA expects that if and when any changes to existing beach dog controls affecting
Merricks Beach are proposed — presumably by DELWP — then it will be consulted as a
precursor to engagement with the full community.

Finally, the MBRA observes that the survey results also support the contention that, given
the wide variety of communities and natural resources that constitute the Mornington
Peninsula, it does not make sense to adopt a single ‘one size fits all’ rule to govern the
various localities.

We would be happy to discuss our submission and the results of the survey further with

representatives of the Shire, as needed.
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