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The sun is starting to shine and our sleepy hamlet is bursting 
with new life after a long, dreary winter. While we begin to 
enjoy some good weather, it’s hard to believe that many 
parts of our state are underwater and battling through yet 
another challenge. I’m sure we are all keeping those affected 
in our thoughts.  

At home, we are able to plan without fear of cancellation, 
(although the weather remains unpredictable) and the 
Merricks Beach calendar has all our favourite activities being 
planned by many dedicated volunteers. 

Make sure to add these events to your calendar and plan to 
bring along your friends and family to join in the fun over the 
next few months. 

You’ll notice some improvements beginning around village 
with the tennis courts soon to receive a much safer surface 
for all Merricks Beach residents to enjoy. We will also see 
new benches being added at rest spots along Merricks Beach 
Road and other key locations. This has been organised by one 
of our connected committee members and will be supplied 
by MPSC.  

Sharon Muhleisen, Editor 

Friends of Bill Carroll Reserve  
All this fabulous rain, sun together with careful pruning, weeding 
and planting from our "full of-beans" committee means the 
reserve flourishing at its best. 

Our thanks again to Dave Stewart whose support is invaluable. 
He has expertly handled the heavy lifting by taking responsibility 
for mowing and clearing away green waste as well as advising on 
problems and finding solutions as he goes. For example: he saw a 
fallen tree, cut it up and stacked the logs. What a legend! 

We've just planted many 
new shrubs across the 
Reserve and it shows, so 
if you find yourself 
ambling down Palmer's 
Hill Road, give yourself a 
moment to wander 
through to enjoy the 
newly invigorated space. 
See if you can spot the 
tawny frogmouths, the 
koalas, enjoy the song of 
the birdlife and chill out 
to the tapping of frogs 
happily swimming in the 
lagoon. 

We welcome you in advance to join us for our Picnic in the Park 
event in late January when we will share an afternoon of wine 
tasting and social time. 
Lainie Larsson – President, FOBCR 

Sand Modelling Competition  
The annual MBRA Sand Modelling Competition and Sausage 
Sizzle is back in full swing this year!  

On Tuesday, 27th December be ready to join in a morning of 
creativity and fun with locals of all ages. Bring your shovels, 
buckets, brushes and sculpting implements and style your unique 
design on the foreshore in front of the Merricks Yacht Club. 
Register at 10am. 

Prizes will be awarded to the winners of each category. Bring 
along your friends and family to this long-standing community 
event. All welcome! 

*If the weather proves challenging on the 27th (eg: the 
temperature is over 38 degrees or we are rained out), the event 
will move to Thursday 29th December at 10am. 

Sue Rutley – Event Coordinator 

Tennis Courts Renovation Update  
The MBRA is very pleased to be able to advise that the long-
awaited resurfacing of our tennis courts is expected to be 
underway in or about the second week of November. We had 
hoped for October, but the wet weather has caused some delay. 
Obviously, the courts will not be available for use for about two 
weeks while the new surface is installed and associated 
landscaping is undertaken. We can all look forward to using the 
courts over the summer, and particularly for the Davies Cup on 
Friday, 30th December.  

These works will complete the renovation project. It has been 
possible only due to the financial contributions made by 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, the Commonwealth 
Government, Bendigo Bank and, in particular, the many 
members of our community who made generous donations. The 
MBRA gratefully acknowledges their support of this priceless 
community asset, which is now secure for this and the next 
generation.  
Peter Cash – MBRA President 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
27th December, 10am  Sand Modelling 

 Competition and  
 Sausage Sizzle 

30th December Davies Cup Tournament 
4th December, 10am  Tennis Court Working Bee 
8th January, 10am MBRA AGM 

Merricks Matters turns 21 
The first edition of Merricks Matters was published in October 
2001 as a joint initiative of the four community groups at 
Merricks Beach. The first article was titled Our Community’s 
Voice and discussed the issues at the heart of residents living in 
Merricks Beach. 

Other articles in the first edition include the Magic of Merricks 
submitted by the Friends of Bill Carroll Reserve and shared a bit 
of history of the Reserve plus lists of birdlife and plants. 

John Hollander was Commodore of the Merricks Yacht Club at 
that time and he contributed an article entitled Merricks: The 
Place to Be sharing a bit of history of the yacht club together with 
sailing plans for the season. 
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Another article announced the reduction in the speed limit on 
Merricks roads from 40 to 25 kph and the Foreshore Committee 
of Management contributed an article about working bees and 
(then) recent work on revegetation of the Surfies Steps, 
removing weeds and planting along the cliff top. It also 
foreshadowed the resurfacing of the toilet block walls! 

Lisa Blundell was the first editor of the publication. Since then, 
the baton passed to many others without being dropped. Editors 
have included Meg Paul, John O’Neil, Jo O’Neil, Gai Wilson and 
Madeline Curtain, with our current editor Sharon Muhleisen 
keeping the newsletter coming. Undoubtedly, others will step in 
as time goes on. The copy of the first edition emerged from 
papers supplied by Jo O’Neil from John’s collection. 

Rosanne Pittard – MBRA committee member 

Queen’s Birthday Plant Giveaway 
The annual plant giveaway was held on the Saturday and Sunday 
of the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June. The event went very 
well as 335 plants were collected by enthusiastic gardeners with 
100 plants remaining. These were distributed to locations around 
Merricks Beach and planted around local areas such as the Minto 

Street chicane and Bill 
Carroll Reserve. 
There were 12 
different plants to 
choose from, 
including four 
varieties of grass, 
four different shrubs 
and four native tree 
varieties. 
Recommended 
planting methods, 

plastic netting and 
bamboo stakes were also available for interested gardeners. No 
doubt these plants are becoming more established and have 
begun to form part of the food source and refuges for native 
birdlife and animals. Thanks to everyone who assisted in 
preparation and manned the stall over both days, and particular 
thanks to Richard Anderson. 

Simon Jaski – MBRA Committee member  

Vale Ralph Dalton 
Ralph was a resident and member of the Merricks community for 
approximately 30 years. He was a great supporter of the yacht 
club and served as a committee member and house master. He 
was instrumental in organising the replacement kitchen and bar 
and the lift. A keen sailor, Ralph competed in mosquitos, paper 
tigers and the ultimate TS Vasco Pyjama. 

Ralph spent his career in Real Estate starting as an 18-year-old 
and then grew wine grapes on his property in Myers Rd after he 
retired. During retirement he was very much involved with Trust 
for Nature, assisting in acquiring properties known to have 
endangered vegetation and wild life. 

We will remember fondly Ralph’s kind and generous nature and 
the good times we shared with him. Picking grapes at harvest 
time and then sampling the finished product well into the night. 
The times some members shared travelling to Cape York and 

Europe are treasured moments along with the many coffee 
mornings after walking his dog Dottie on the beach.  

It was an honour to be regarded as a friend and we will miss that 
sneaky smile on his face. 

Our condolences and thoughts are to 
Ralph’s children, partners and 
grandchildren. 

A memorial service to celebrate 
Ralph’s life was held at the Yacht Club 
on Saturday 8thOctober.  

MYC Committee 

Foreshore Update 
Many would have seen the Merricks Beach Foreshore Committee 
of Management and their volunteers busy working on the 
foreshore in recent weeks cleaning up dead branches and trees 
after the storms, maintaining the fire track to make sure it is 
usable by the CFA, planting new trees and grasses, as well as 
doing the regular beach clean ups and weeding walks. Well, 
expect to see some more to come very shortly! 

In particular, the Committee has been successful in obtaining 
funds through state government grants and has a couple of 
projects in the works. 

First, you will notice works starting along the Pine Slide Track. 
These works have been made possible through funds awarded 
under the Coastal Public Access and Risk Grants 2021-22. This 
project aims to address safety/erosion risks at the Pine Slide 
Track by constructing additional steps, extending the provision of 
handrails, and resurfacing and improving run-off from the path.  

Second, you will be seeing some new communications products 
and activities focused on caring for our coast, funded through the 
2022-23 Coastcare Victoria Community Grant. The funding seeks 
to enhance coastal stewardship, by recreating educational 
resources and events to support the Merricks Beach community. 
Through these products the Committee will highlight the rich 
biodiversity and interconnectedness of the coast and foreshore 
with the aim of empowering the community with the knowledge 
to take environmentally positive actions. This range of resources 
and tools will be used in community learning events we plan to 
host while also being disseminated through community partner 
events.  

We hope to build an enduring awareness and knowledge base 
that affects behaviour so that the coast and foreshore can thrive 
into the future. Watch this space as we aim to have these 
products ready for summer! 

On the topic of summer - as the weather warms and more 
people start enjoying the beach, we would like to remind 
residents that storing personal effects such as kayaks, 
surfboards, stand up paddle boards, canoes and tents on the 
foreshore is not allowed. We are all responsible for maintaining 
and safeguarding our beautiful local habitat. 

We hope you all get an opportunity to join us in one of our 
activities and we’d like to hear your feedback on how you found 
them. If you have some ideas on other activities you would like 
to see happen on the foreshore, let us know at: 

 merricksbeachfc@gmail.com 


